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Dear Reader:

Enclosed for your review is the Draft Resource Management Plan for the Santa Rosa and San
Jacinto Mountains National Monument and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).
The National Monument was created by the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National
Monument Act of 2000, Public Law 106-351. The legislation directed the Secretary of Agriculture
and the Secretary of Interior to develop a management plan for the conservation and protection of
the federal lands within the National Monument three years after the enactment of the law. The
best management practices of consultation, communication, and cooperation, all in the service of
conservation have been utilized through out the planning process.

This document describes and analyzes a range of alternatives for managing the public lands
administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Forest Service in the Santa
Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains of southern California. A preferred alternative is identified, and
a description of the No-Action alternative (i.e. continuation of current management) is included.
This Draft Plan/Draft EIS may also be accessed via internet at the web address listed above.
This Management Plan is being prepared in collaboration with the local governments of the
Coachella Valley and mountain communities, State and other Federal agencies, Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians, and private entities.

Comments received from the public shall be incorporated into the Final EIS, including names and
addresses. Individual respondents may request confidentiality. If you wish to withhold your name
or address from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, you must
state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. Such requests will be honored to the
extent allowed by law. All submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals
identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, will be made
available for public inspection in their entirety.

Please submit your comments in writing to the address listed in this letterhead, by the end of the
90-day public review period. The 90-day comment period ending date is published on
http://www.ca.blm.gov/palmsprings/santa_rosa_national_monument.html. Comments may be
sent by fax at (760) 251-4899 or electronic mail to ca_srsj_nm@ca.blm.gov Your interest in
community-based planning of the public lands within the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains
National Monument is appreciated.

Sincerely,
Danella George
Santa Rosa and San into Mountains

National Monument Manager






USER’S GUIDE

The Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Draft Resource
Management Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement includes a summary, five
chapters, glossary, references, maps and appendices.

The Summary is a synopsis of the Draft Resource Management Plan and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS/DEIS). Tables that briefly compare the
respective alternatives and summarize the effects of the alternatives to the resources,
processes and users are found within the summary.

Chapter 1 (Purpose and Need) contains introductory material for the Draft Resource
Management Plan/DEIS. It describes the purpose and need for the preparation of the
planning and scoping process and outlines the planning criteria.

Chapter 2 (Description of the Alternatives) is organized according to the values that
the Monument was established to protect: Biological, Cultural, Recreational, Geological,
Educational, Scientific, and Scenic. These sections are followed by additional
management areas. Alternative D throughout is the No Action, or current management
Alternative. Alternatives A, B and C describe various ways activities would be managed
in the National Monument. Each alternative varies from more intensive to less intensive
management, with the underlying premise to maintain, protect, restore or enhance
relevant and important ecological and biological value.

Chapter 3 (Affected Environment) describes the current environment that would be
affected or impacted by implementing any of the alternatives. It also describes the
existing management for resource areas within the National Monument where no
changes to current management are proposed. It includes a description of the
environmental processes, resources and major uses related to the issues. Tables are
found throughout the chapter.

Chapter 4 (Environmental Consequences) describes potential impacts and changes
to the National Monument environment with the implementation of each of the
alternatives.

Chapter 5 (Consultation and Coordination) includes a summarization of public
involvement, lists agencies and organizations receiving the document, and provides a
List of Preparers for the Draft Resource Management Plan/DEIS.

The Glossary and References provide an aid to the reader in understanding the
material contained in this document.

The Figures (Maps) and Appendices contain additional information to aid the reader in
understanding the document.
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EPA Environmental Protection Agency
ESA Endangered Species Act of 1973
FEIS Final Environmental Impact Statement
FESA Federal Endangered Species Act
FLPMA Federal Land Policy and Management Act
FMAP Fire Management Activity Plan

FS Forest Service
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FSM Forest Service Manual
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Particulate Matter of 10 Microns or Less in Size

Recreation Area Management Plan
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Recreation Opportunity Spectrum
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United States

United States Code

United States Department of Agriculture
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United States Fish and Wildlife Service
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Wildlife Habitat Management Area
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